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The Arabic Scriptures. 

We call the attention of our readers and the 
friends of the Bible cause generally to the determi- 
nation of the Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society to electrotype the Arabic Bible. The 
following paper gives the details on this subject 
with sufficient fulness to enable the reader to com- 
prehend the greatness of the undertaking, and the 
reasons for it. ~An enterprise so vast has never yet 
been taken in hand by this Society. The electro- 
type plates alone, it is estimated, will cost, if the 
entire number be made, about thirty-five thousand 
dollars ($35,000) ; and if to this is added the paper 
and binding and other expenses, the entire amount 
will hardly fall short of fifty thousand ($50,000). 
The work is a grand one, and the object is noble. 
To furnish the Word of our God to one hundred and 
twenty millions of our perishing race is a thought 
that may stir the Christian heart to its very depths. 
It remains to be seen whether the Board of Managers 
has calculated too largely on the Christian feeling 
and liberality of our American churches, Surely 
there are friends enough of the Bible in our land to 
say this noble work shall be done. 


THE ACTION OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. 


The Board of Managers, at its regular meeting, 
on the third day of November, 1864, wnanimously 
adopted the following report, which was first pre- 
sented unanimously by a Committee consisting of 
the Standing Committees on Distribution, Publica- 
tion, and Finance: ; 

_ Having heard all the correspondence in the hands 
of the Secretaries in reference to it, and had a free 
interchange of views, they are constrained to regard 


the electrotyping of the Arabic Version of the Serip- 
tures by the Syrian Mission, as one of the most im-. 


portant undertakings which can claim the aid of the 
American Bible Society. The version, it appears, 


has been most carefully made, and by the most 
competent scholars on the field where it is first to be 
used; and has been approved by the missionaries 
of various evangelical bodies represented therein. 
The statement made by the Mission in their last 
communication is worthy of note: ‘As touching 
the fidelity, excellence, and unsectarian character 
of the translation, it is important to notice that this 
has been the work of the Mission—not of an indi- 
vidual or individuals. It is not of yesterday, but 
has occupied sixteen years of almost consecutive 
labour in preparation and execution. The Mission 
set apart to it those who by endowment and by study 
seemed pre-eminently fitted for its prosecution. 
“The names of the translators—of Dr. Eli Smith, 
to whom it was given to lay the foundation of the 
work, and of Dr. Van Dyck, by whom, it has been 
completed—are ample guarantee to all linguists 
conversant with the facts of the case, that both with 
respect to conformity to the original tongues and in 
rendering into Arabic, as excellent and faithful a 
translation has been secured as could be secured in 
any language! Besides these translators, chosen 
from their own number, the Mission has employed 
the best native talent that could be procured in the 
country to make the translation elegant as well as 
faithful, that it should conform to the native style of 
expression and to the highest standard of literary 
taste; and they believe that they have been peculi- 


‘arly favoured in securing coadjutors of so high re- 


pute from both Christian and Mohammedan schol- 
ars. A still further guarantee to the fidelity of the 
translation, and one which applies also to its unsec- 
tarian character, is that each sheet of the transla- 
tion, before being finally printed, was submitted to 
the careful scrutiny of all the members of the Mis- 
sion; to interested native scholars of all sects; to 


other American missionaries besides themselves ; 
‘to English, German, Scotch, and Irish missionaries 


of different religious denominations and in different 
paris of this empire (these proof-sheets being about 
thirty in number) ; that criticism has been freely in- 
vited and courted, has been offered and duly weighed, 
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and from all these quarters have come warm and 
unqualified expressions of approbation and confi- 
dence.” 

The field to which this version is adapted is vast, 
embracing the Arabic-speaking population, extend- 
ing from the Straits of Gibraltar to Pekin, from the 
Caspian to the interior of Africa, numbering from 
one hundred and twenty millions to one hundred and 
fifty millions of immortal beings. 

Taking these circumstances into account, the 
Committee agree that while it is ¢mportant, it is de- 
sirable that the work solicited by the Mission should 
be accomplished. 

While viewing the matter thus, the Committee 
are met by the fact that the present financial condi- 
tion of the Society does not seem to warrant the as- 
sumption of the responsibility involved in undertak- 
ing the entire work at once, but warns us to proceed 
cautiously by arrangements for electrotyping such 
portions or forms as may be most urgently called 
for, to such extent as the means of the Society will 
allow, trusting and believing that the friends of the 
Society, so soon as the subject can be brought before 
them, will supply the means for completing the 
whole, as recommended by the Syrian Mission. 

The Committee accordingly recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That the completion of the version 
of the sacred Scriptures in the Arabic tongue by the 
American missionaries in Syria, and widely ap- 
proved by the best scholars in the East, is a subject 
for universal thanksgiving among the friends of Bi- 
ble circulation. 

Resolved, 2. That the electrotyping of this ver- 
sion in the forms recommended by the Syrian Mis- 
sion is a work in the highest degree important and 
desirable, and may well be undertaken by the 
American Bible Society. 

Resolved, 3. That while the present condition of 
our treasury does not encourage the assumption of 
the responsibility involved in attempting at once the 
whole series desired by the Mission, the Secretaries, 
General Agent, and Publication Committee be and 
are hereby authorized to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for electrotyping four sets of plates which the 
Committee on Versions may regard as most proper 
to-be first undertaken. 

Resolved, 4. That the Secretaries of this Society 
be and are hereby authorised to ask of the American 
Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions the re- 
lease of Dr. Van Dyck from their service for the 
time necessary to superintend the work. 

Resolved, 5. That if such release be granted, 
Rev Dr. Van Dyck be invited to come to this coun- 
try, at the expense of the American Bible: Society, 
bringing with him his son to act as his assistant, 
and that three thousand dollars annually be his 
compensation during the time he may be engaged 
in superintending the electrotyping in the Bible 
House. 

Resolved, 6. That as for the completion of this 
great work, as recommended by the Syrian Mission, 
this Society must rely on the liberality of the friends 
of Bible circulation, the Secretaries be and are here- 
by requested to present it in all its importance to 
the Christian churches and our auxiliaries as far as 
practicable throughout our country, in such modes 
. rb with the divine blessing, secure all needed 
unds, 


Norse.—Special contributions for this object will 
be thankfully received and appropriated. 

The completion of the entire work must depend 
on the liberal things devised by liberal hearts. 

Meanwhile the Board of Managers beg to remind 
the friends of the Cause, that this is but one of the 
important works now in progress for giving the pure 
Word of God to hundreds of millions of immortal 
beings, for whose salvation “have been committed 
to us the Oracles of God.” ‘THE FIELD IS THE 


WORLD.” 
——————__—_— 


Jubilee of the Prussian Bible Society. 
REPORT OF RT. REY. DR. M‘ILVAINE. 
NEw York, Nov. 26, 1864. 


Dear Sir :—While in Europe, whence I have just 
returned, I received a request from the Managers of 
the American Bible Society, through you, that I would 
attend the approaching jubilee celebration of the 
Prussian Bible Society, on the occasion of its semi- 
centenary anniversary, and represent them thereat. 
Though it would require me to remain abroad several 
weeks longer than I had intended, I thought the object 
of so much importance that I concluded to comply 
with the request, and on the 28th of October arrived at 
Berlin from London, the meeting being appointed for 
the evening of Monday, the 31st. I waited at once 
on the venerable president of the Prussian society, 
the Rev. Dr. Couard, who expressed the greatest 
gratification at the fraternal act of our Society in 
making itself so represented on an occasion of such 
interest to them. On Saturday evening I had the 
pleasure of meeting several of the chief professors 
of the University of Berlin, at the house of Mr. Judd, 
our Minister at the court of Prussia, who had kindly 
brought them together for that end, and to whose 
attention and hospitality Iam much indebted. On 
Sunday I attended the Prussian service in what 
is called the cathedral of Berlin, and afterwards 
preached in the English Epis¢opal church, where 
the Americans resident in that city, though not ae- 
customed to attend there, very unanimously attend- 
ed on that occasion. I had at first arranged to meet 
them in a small room where they sometimes have 
worship ; but by urgent request of the English chap- 
lain, I was induced to take his place, and preach to 
his people and ours together. 

On Monday night I repaired to the “ Church of 
the Holy Trinity,’’ where the services of the Bible 
Society celebration were to be held. I found a large 
church, with a double row of galleries on three sides, 
so filled, and all the doors so crowded with people 
striving to enter before the hour had arrived, that it 
was with considerable difficulty I obtained admission 
to the sacristy. There I found the Rev. Dr. Hoff- 
man, once at the head of the missionary college at 
Basle, now superintendent of the churches in the 
district of Berlin. We had met several years ago in 
London ; and it was a comfort to find, among stran- 
gers whose language I knew not, one acquaintance, 
and he of so high a position, and moreover speak- 
ing English well. I was assigned a seat among a 
large body of clergy and a few distinguished laymen, 


among whom was the minister of public instruc- 


tion, and some military men of high rank, on a plat- 
form immediately before the pulpit. The services 
in the church were opened with a prayer by Dr. Hoff- 
man, which was succeeded by the singing of a hymn 


by the whole congregation, and with a degree of — 


emphatic unanimity which one would like to hear in 
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our churches; then the report of the society, em- 
bracing its semi-centenary history; then another 
hymn ; then a sermon by the president, which I was 
sorry to be unable to understand; then another 
hymn, and the congregation was dismissed. An- 
other meeting was then held in a public hall, eon- 
sisting of the clergy and some of the more distin- 
guished laity, at which the president of the society 
took the chair. On his right was the minister of 
public instruction ; next, Dr. Hoffman; and next to 
him my place was assigned. After an address by the 
president, delegates from various continental societies 
came forward and made brief addresses, expressive 
of the interest taken by those whom they represented 
in the great work, and their brotherly sympathy with 
the Prussian society in the interest of the present 
occasion. Papers were then read from certain gov- 
ernment officials, indicating a becoming interest in 
that direction. After one or two short addresses, I 
was requested by the president to address the meet- 
ing, and was very kindly introduced by him as the 
representative of the American Bible Society. It 
was not easy to speak to an audience of which I knew 
I could be understood only by very few; but with 
the promise of Dr. Hoffman to interpret, I endeav- 
oured to discharge my mission. I shall not attempt 
to give you anything but the most general outline 
of the address. After expressing the fraternal feel- 
ing of the American Society towards the Prussian, 
which had prompted the former in seeking to be thus 
represented, and felicitating the latter, in its name, 
on having attained to the fiftieth year of its work, 
I spoke of the interest taken by Christians in our 
country in the distribution of the Scriptures in all 
the world; of the constant increase of our Society’s 
receipts and operations; more especially of how our 
apprehensions, at the beginning of our ‘necessary’ 
though terrible war to put down “a wicked rebel- 
lion,” lest the receipts of our Society and of all 
our other benevolent’ institutions should be greatly 
diminished—how wonderfully such apprehensions 
had been disappointed; how, in spite of demands 
upon the Christian benevolence of our people, cre- 
ated by the war, and drawing from them so much 
more than had been previously given to all benev- 
olent societies put together, the great Societies— 
Bible, tract, and missionary—have received coniri- 
butions during the last year never exceeded in their 
previous histories. I then stated that the zeal of 
American Christians in the distribution of the 
Scriptures is based on three great matters of solemn 
belief: ist. That all Seripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God—meaning by inspiration just what the 
Reformers meant, neither less nor more; 2d. That 
the Scriptures thus divinely given are God’s ordained 
instrument for the conversion and sanctification of 
sinners; 3d. That while the Word of God, written, 
is thus “‘ the sword of the Spirit, it is only the sword. 
The power is not in the Word. The Spirit of God 
is the only power that can make the inspired Word 
mighty for its appointed office. Hence the need and 
the duty that those who engage in the circulation 
of the Word should pray earnestly for the Spirit to 
descend on their work. 

_ The address was immediately given in German 
by Dr. Hoffman, and very correctly and faithfully, 
as I was told by one whose knowledge of German 
and English enabled him to judge. It was followed 
by the president, who in a brief address expressed 
the gratification of those present, their thankful ac- 


|Seience doubtful. 
‘interpret nature by the clear statements of reve- 


knowledgment of the Christian regard of our Soci- 
ety, and their prayerful interest in its prosperity and 
usefulness. In conclusion, Prof. Dorner, rector of 
the university and occupying the chair of theology, 
addressed the meeting in behalf of the university. 

I cannot conclude this brief account without my 
testimony to the Christian kindness and affection 
with which, as the representative of the American 
Bible Society, I was received in Berlin; and my 
belief that, independently of any consideration of the 
manner in which the representation was discharged, 
good will arise from it as a brotherly act of fellow- 
ship towards our continental brethren. 

I remain, dear sir, very truly, your friend and 


brother, Cuas. P. M‘Invarne, 
Bishop of Ohio. 
———— 
(Selected.) 


Spread the Gospel. 
Oh the Bible—blessed volume ! 
All its leaves with beauty shine ; 
Let the nations fall before it, 
For its Author is divine ;— 
God its Author is divine. 


Let hosannas and thanksgiving, 
Be the homage that they pay 
Unto Him, who ever calleth 
For his children gone astray ;— 
How his children often stray. 


Darkly groped his ancient armies, 
Looking for the ‘t coming day,”— 
Looking with prophetic vision, 
As they trod the holy way ;— 
Many fell upon the way. 


God was ever with his people, 
All his pleasure to perform ; 

Guiding them when days were brightest; 
Seen no less amid the storm;— 
For He rides upon the storm. 


But no longer now his children 
Live and ‘‘die without the sight ;” 

Now the ever-spreading Gospel 
Seatters all the heathen night ;— 
Now the heathen hail the light. 


Send abroad this hallowed Treasure; 
On the lightning let it play, 
Bringing in the golden harvest ; 
Healing nations in a day ;— 
Peace reclines beneath its sway. 
pS Ae ee 


Science and the Bible, 

An esteemed correspondent sends us a communi- 
cation in which he lays down three rules for 
interpreting the Bible in relation to Science, for 
which he desires to acknowledge his indebtedness to. 
Dr. E. P. Humphrey. It is not the province of this 
work to enter into theological disquisition or inves- 
tigations, but the positions here stated are so 
general, simple, and brief, and of so useful a ten- 
dency, that we depart from our usual purpose and 
insert them. They are thus stated : 

All difficulties in the reconciliation of the Bible 
and Science must occur under one of the three fol- 
lowing conditions. I state these and the true meth- 
od of dealing with them: 

1. The Bible may be clear in its statements and 
In this case we are bound to 


lation. 

2. Science may be clear and the Bible doubtful as 
to interpretation. Here we are to allow the clear 
revelations of Science to interpret the obscure pas- 
sages of the Bible. 
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3. The only remaining case that can possibly oc- 
cur is, when both seem to be equally clear, and yet 
conflict with each other, In this case the Christian 
philosopher will hold to the Bible and wait for 
further developments in Science. None of the sei- 
ences are perfected ; many are not advanced beyond 
the very first and simplest elements. This is con- 
fessed by the greatest students of nature. It has 
been shrewdly remarked ‘‘that there are as many 
false facts abroad as false theories.” If the authen- 
ticity of the Bible had been based on Science, it would 
have been destroyed a dozen times by ‘‘ the teachings 
of Science falsely so ealled,’’ which teachings them- 
selves have been afterwards revoked by the further 
developments of an imperfect science. The Bible at 
all hazards. 


E. P. Marvin. 
Buiack Rock,, N. Y , SEPT., 1864. 


Mible Society Accord. 
“NEW YORK, DECEMBER, 1864. 


American Bible Society, 

The stated meeting of the Managers was held at 
the Bible House, Astor Place, on Thursday, the 1st 
inst., at half-past 3 P. M., Wm. B. Crosby, Esq., 
Vice President. in the chair, assisted by Francis Hall 
and William Whitlock, Jr., Esqs., Vice Presidents. 

Rev. Dr. Crosby read the first chapter in the Sec- 
ond Epistle to Timothy, and offered prayer. 

One new auxiliary was recognised—in Iowa. 

Communications were received, from Rey. James 
Hickey, Monterey, in regard to his agency, stating 
the unfavourable effect upon his work of the dis- 
turbed state of the country; from Mr. Andrew M. 
Milne, Rosario, with gratifying statements as to the 
progress of the work in the Argentine Confederation ; 
from Andrew Muir, Esq., St. Petersburg, sending a 
copy of the contract for printing 20,000 of the Reval- 
Esthonian Testament; from Rev. W. Tracy, Ma- 
dura, returning thanks for a grant of funds to the 
Mission there for Bible work; from Rev. Guido F. 
Verbeck, Nagasaki, returning thanks for a grant of 
funds and of books for his mission, and as to the 
translation of the Scriptures into the Japanese lan- 
guage, 

An interesting account was received from Bishop 
M‘Ilvaine of his deputation from this Society to the 
Jubilee of the Prussian Bible Society at Berlin. 

Grants of books were made to the 107th Ohio Vol- 
unteers through their chaplain ; Testaments in Ger- 
_ man and English, for naval hogpitals at Annapolis 
through the Maryland Bible Society; to Confed- 
erate prisoners at Fort Delaware through the Penn- 
sylvania Bible Society ; for hospitals in Kentucky ; 
to the United States Christian Commission, Bibles 
in French, German, Spanish, Swedish, Danish, and 
Italian, for hospitals in and about Washington ; 
Ojibway Testaments to the Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church ; to the Presbyte- 


jrian Board of Publication at Richmond, Va., for 


Confederate soldiers, through the Maryland Bible 
Society ; to the American Seamen’s Friend Society 
for naval hospitals at New Orleans, and to the 
same for distribution at Havre, France ; fourteen 
volumes in raised letters for the Blind, and several 
of smaller amount ; in funds, $1,000 were granted 
to the A. B. C. F. M., to print a Syriae Testament 
of large size at Oroomiah, Persia. 

It was also resolved to electrotype the old Slavic 
Testament, and the Slavic and Bulgarian, diglot, at 
the Bible House. 

The receipts for November were $56,653 50; the 
issues, 119,646 volumes. 


Conference at Albany. 

A conference of Agents of the American Bible 
Society was held in the lecture room of the Second 
Reformed Dutch Church, at Albany, N. Y., com- 
mencing on Thursday, November 17th, and closing 
with public services on Sabbath, November 20th. 
Twenty co-labourers were present, representing the 
agencies of the Parent Society in the Eastern and 
Middle States, with two brethren from the West, 
and six secretaries and agents of State auxiliaries. 
Rey. Dr. Taylor, Secretary of the American Bible 
Society, presided. 

The discussions of the conference, which embraced 
a variety of practical and important subjects, were 
conducted with much ability and good feeling. Few 
of the brethren thus brought together had seen each 
other before, and no similar opportunity of consulta- 
tion respecting their great work had ever been en- 
joyed by them. A goodly number of the clergy of 
the city exhibited deep interest in the proceedings by 
their presence and kind words. On the Sabbath, 
through arrangements made by the committee, of 
which the Rev. Daniel Dyer, corresponding secre- 
tary of the Albany County Bible Society, was 
chairman, the Bible cause was represented in many 
of the churches, and in a number of Sabbath schools. 
Several liberal contributions were taken up. In the 
evening, three large Union Bible meetings were held 
in as many churches, in different parts of the city, 
which were addressed by Rev. Dr. Taylor, Rev. Dr. 
Sheldon, Rev. Dr. Eells, Rev. W. H. DePuy, and 
Rev. W. H. Gilbert. ; 

The Albany County Bible Society, through its 
excellent president, A. M‘Intyre, Esq., with Rev. 
Mr. Dyer, its secretary, and the-committee of ar- 
rangements, left nothing undone to secure the com- 
fort and convenience of the conference. The abund- 
ant and elegant hospitality shown by citizens of the 
capital who entertained the members, will not soon 
be forgotten. The reverend pastor of the church in 
whose lecture-room the sessions were held, the Rev. 
Dr. Isaae N. Wyckoff, placed the conference under 
continual obligations by his courteous attentions. 
Albany will not lose its ancient reputation for Chris- 


tian hospitality while it has such men to represent it. 
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We look for good and lasting results from the two 
conferences of Agents and secretaries held at Chicago 
and Albany. Their proceedings will be printed for 
the use of Agents and other colabourers in the 
Cause. And we may reproduce some of the reports 
adopted, in these columns hereafter. Respecting 
their influence on those who attended them, but one 
opinion has been expressed; and we may appropri- 
ately close this brief notice by an extract of a letter 
recently received from one of the brethren: 

“Tt was my privilege to attend the convention of 
Agents at Albany, N. Y. This was to me an ocea- 
sion of rare interest and importance—more so, possi- 
bly, than to those of longer and larger experience in 
the Bible work. Though being little more than a 
good listener myself, contributing little to the inter- 
est of the meeting, the impression of the opening ad- 
dress, the written and oral discussions, the prayers 
and praises, and the interchange of experiences, with 
the earnest, tender, effective public appeal of the 
Secretary, on Sabbath evening, which I was permit- 
ted to hear, will never, I trust, be lost. The en- 
lightening, quickening influence of the meeting is felt 
as I return alone and single-handed to my great field 
of labour. I thank God and the Managers for call- 
ing us together, permitting us to see each other and 
confer together. We shall all love each other and 
our work more; and be better prepared for intelli- 
gent, harmonious, and effective labour.” 

oe ele 


Summary of the Monthly Labours of the Agents of the 
American Bible Society. 

During the month of October reports were received 
from twenty-four of the Society’s Agents, and the 
results of their labours are as follows: Auxiliartes 
visited, 112; Bible meetings aitended, 178; Bible 
society anniversaries attended, 49; auxiliaries, or 
branch Bible societies, organized or resuscitated, 22 ; 
Bible society sermons and addresses delivered, 228 ; 
letters written on the Society’s business and circu- 
lars sent, 2,399; miles travelled in behalf of the 
Bible cause, 12,839; amount collected in the form 
of donations, $14,377 15; amount received from 
sales, $2,289 56; amount paid into the Parent 
treasury, $14,556 93; amount paid into the treas- 
uries of auxiliaries, $1,178 74; subscriptions re- 
ceived, $1,085 35; number of families visited by 
Bible distributers, 12,100 ; number of families found 
destitute of the Scriptures, 887 ; number of destitute 
families supplied with the Scriptures, 576; number 
of destitute individuals supplied with the Scriptures, 
201; number of Sabbath schools supplied, three ; 
number of copies of the Scriptures distributed in the 
army and navy of the United States, 644, etc., ete. 

a 
Reports of Agents, 

Rey. Dante, SEwaut, of Marne, gives us an encour- 
aging account of the condition of the Bible cause in his 
field, and states that most of the Episcopal churches, 
with Bishop Burgess at their head, take a lively interest 
in our work. 

Rev. Mr. Brersr, of Connecticut, reports that “the 
churches in his field have responded to his appeals with 
more than their usual liberality, particularly those which 


are connected with the Rockville Bible Society.” Mr. 
Denton has canvassed and supplied the town of Bark- 
hampstead with very pleasing results. He is now en- 
gaged in canvassing the city of Hartford, and will prob- 
ably extend his labours through the suburbs and vicin- 
ity of that city. “I feel confident,” writes Mr. Beebe, 
“that the churches in my district will sustain the 
American Bible Society in carrying out its most liberal 
plans, both in the home and in the foreign field.” 

Rev. Mr. Brownson, of Eastprn New York, among 
other items of interest, mentions that the Presbyterian 
Church of Matteawan contributed recently $187 50, and 
the Presbyterian Church in Poughkeepsie $728, in aid 
of the Bible cause. 

Mr. Z. WHiTTLEsEY, also of EASTERN New York, in 
connexion with his monthly report, sends a personal 
donation of forty-five dollars for the furtherance of our 
work. 

Rev. Mr. Ricwarpson, of Centran New Yor, 
writes: ‘The annual meetings which J have attended 
during the month were very interesting, and gave prom- 
ise of increased activity and usefulness, on the part of 
the auxiliaries holding them, during the coming year,” 

Rey. Mr. De Puy, of WesteRN NEw York, states 
that the anniversaries of the Bible societies of Livings- 
ton and Ontario Counties were occasions of more than 
usual interest; that both these societies have taken 
steps towards the adoption of a plan of extended and 
minute organization, recommended in the Manual re- 
cently sent out by the Parent Institution ; and that ‘“ the 
people in that field do not cease to befriend our work, 
notwithstanding the intense political excitement now 
prevailing in so many places.” 

Rey. Mr. Bayuess, of Eastern KENTUORY, concludes 
his monthly statement by saying: ‘“‘Thus I have suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing something for our Cause; 
though 1 deeply regret that the condition of things is 
such in my field, that I am unable to secure that har- 
monious and systematic working of the Cause which 
your published ‘Instructions’ require, and which I desire 
very much to see.” 

Rev. Mr. WELBURN, of WESTERN KENTUCKY, states 
that the friends of the Bible cause in his field are taking 
measures to increase the efficiency and usefulness of the 
auxiliaries; and that the Louisville Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, at its last session, 
adopted a resolution to aid in carrying out the plan of 
establishing branch societies in connexion with the 
auxiliaries. j 

Rev. Dr. HartsHorn, of NoRTHEASTERN OHIO and 
WESTERN VIRGINIA, reports having received for the 
Bible cause during the month $1,973 03 from his field; 
and states that our friends in Western Virginia partic- 
ularly are engaging with increasing earnestness in the 
effort to look up and supply the destitute with the 
Scriptures, 1,869 having been visited in that State, dur- 
ing the past month, by our distributers, and 178 desti- 
tute families having been supplied. 

Rev. Mr. Tinton, of CenrraL Oni, reports having 
visited, during the month, both Johnson’s Island and 
Camp Chase, near Columbus, Ohio; and says that both 
the prisoners of war and the garrisons there located 
have been in the most thorough manner supplied with 
the Scriptures. At the post on Jehnson’s Island, the 
garrison contributed thirty dollars, and the “ Young 
Men’s Christian Association” of Confederate prisoners 
$26 18, in aid of the American Bible Society. ‘The 
attention which both classes give to religion,” says 
Mr. T., ‘‘is worthy of special remark. Among the pris- 
oners, there are about 350 who are organized into Bible 
classes. These classes meet twice during each week, 
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once on the Sabbath, and once during the week; and 
both the prisoners and the garrison, who receive the 
Scriptures at our hands, are very careful to preserve 
them while they are using them.” 

Rev. Mr. Smrru, of NorrtHwEsteRN OHIO, in con- 
cluding his monthly report, says: “In view of all the 
difficulties which we have had to overcome at the pres- 
ent time, I think that we have done well for the Bible 
cause. The Lord has greatly prospered us in our efforts 
to secure its advancement.” The amount of money for- 
warded by Mr. 8. to the Parent treasury during the 
month was $1,203 48, and the number of families vis- 
ited by our distributer was 1,425, of which forty-seven 
were found to be destitute of the Scriptures, and with 
the exception of four families were supplied. 

Rey. Mr. Lorp, of Ixurors, reports that he has 
remitted to the Parent treasury, during the past month, 
$3,803 73; and that 2,351 families have been visited by 
our distributers during the same time, ninety-two of 
which only were found to be destitute of the Scriptures. 

Rey. Mr. Armstrone, of NoRTHERN INDIANA, re- 
ports having attended the synod of Northern Indiana at 
Fort Wayne, and the synod of Wabash in the town of 
Wabash, and addressed both those bodies ; and that each 
of them took favourable action in relation to the Bible 
cause. 

Rev. Mr. Wrieut, of Missouri, reports that our 
friends in St. Louis are taking steps for the immediate 
canvass and supply of that city with the Scriptures, the 
churches generally promising to engage in the work, 
and speaks of his recent distribution of the Word of 
God in the city hospital, all the inmates of which, not 
excepting Roman Catholics, accepted the gift with evi- 


dent gratitude. 
ea 


Reports of Auxiliaries, 

CONNECTICUT. BripeErort BrBLe Society held 
very interesting anniversary services in the South Con- 
gregational Church on Sabbath evening, the 27th of 
November. The church was crowded to its utmost ca- 
pacity; and the reports which were read were of an 
unusually interesting character. The receipts reported 
amounted to $1,020 97; and in the course of the can- 
“vass and supply of the city, which has just been com- 
pleted by Mr. Denton, Bibles and Testaments were sold 
to 407 families, and were granted to families to the num- 
ber of 159. This indefatigable distributer, in carrying 
out the designs of the society, visited 2,434 families, 
comprising 11,185 individuals, and found 504 of these 
families without the blessing of the Word of God, a 
considerable portion of whom accepted it with evident 
gratification. The Parent Institution was represented 
at the annual meeting by Rey. Samuel L. Tuttle, of the 
Bible House; and addresses were made by Rey. Mr. 
Simmons, of the M. E. Church, Rev. Mr. Hopper, of the 
Baptist Church, and the Rev. Dr. Hewett. In relation 
to the latter, the Bridgeport Standard says: “Dr. H. 
spoke with an earnestness and strength which surprised 
even himself. It seemed like inspiration. The fires of 
twenty years ago returned to him, and he was indeed 
‘the old man eloquent.’ ” 

All the churches in the city were closed on account 
of this service, and the Standard says: ‘The meeting 
throughout was of a very interesting character, and we 
think that the large audience would gladly have re- 
mained and listened to addresses from other speakers 
who were present.” 

NEW JERSEY. Tuckmrron anp Vicrnity BrsiE 
Soocrmty closed another year of its useful labours on the 
lst of November, when it held its anniversary services, 
which were of “a highly interesting character.” The 
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receipts of the society for the year amounted to $119 62, 
of which sixty-five dollars were sent as a donation to 
the Parent Institution. The secretary writes us: “The 
executive committee made a satisfactory report, show- 
ing that the Bible cause had not been suffered to lose 
its hold upon the community in their hands.” In the 
effort to supply the soldiers of New Jersey with the 
Scriptures, the society has done its full proportion, 

Hupson County Bisix Soctery held its twelfth anni- 
versary in the Presbyterian Church in Bergen early in 
November. The receipts of the society for the year 
past amounted to $1,606 64, of which $1,260 were paid 
over as a donation to the Parent Institution. The soci- 
ety also appropriated $295 11 to the payment of its third 
assessment for supplying the New Jersey soldiers with 
the Word of God. In the course of the year, 234 copies 
of the Scriptures were sold at its depository in Jersey 
City, and 319 copies were granted to Sabbath schools 
and destitute families within the limits of its field. 
Addresses were delivered at the anniversary by Rey. Dr. 
Van Cleef, Rev. Mr. French, Rey. Dr. Rodgers, delegate 
from the Somerset County Bible Society, Rey. Mr. Har- 
ris, delegate from the Morris County Bible Society, and 
Rev. Dr. Taylor, Corresponding Secretary of the Parent 
Institution. 

DELAWARE, WiILMIneTon FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY 
celebrated its forty-third anniversary early in November. 
The number of volumes of the Scriptures sent out from 
its depository was 496, and its receipts for the year were 
considerably larger than usual. In the course of the 
canvass and supply of its field, which has just been com- 
pleted, 1,600 families were visited by the distributers, 
and nearly all those which were found destitute were 
supplied. The report of the board of managers con- 
tains some very interesting and encouraging instances 
of the good accomplished by their labour. 

OHIO. Brown County Brstz Society has just com- 
pleted the canvass and supply of its field, with the 
following results: Number of families visited, 1,650; 
number of destitute families supplied, 153; number of 
such families which declined to receive the Scriptures, 
forty; and the number of Bibles and Testaments sold 
and donated, 872. Much good, it is believed, will result 
from this effort. 

Troy FeMALe Bisie Society held a very interesting 
anniversary service on the 7th of November. A large 
number of the friends of the Bible were present, and 
short, pertinent addresses were delivered by the Rev. 
Messrs. Herr, Starr, Cheever, Wallace, Drake, Smith, 
Collett, and Judge Mitchell. The receipts of the soci- 
ety for the year amounted to $219 30; and a consider- 
able number of soldiers were supplied by it with copies 
of the Word of God. 

Monroe County Brrr Socrery at its annual meet- 
ing, September 26, resolved to enter at once upon the 
work of canvassing and supplying its field with the 
Scriptures, and the Rey. Mr. Thorn was requested to 
take charge of the same. 

Hanooox County Brsix Socrmry reports, that in the 
course of the year past Rey. G. Hammer and Rey. 8. 
Essex haye obtained forty-eight life memberships of the 
American Bible Society, amounting to $1,440; seventy- 
six life memberships of the county society, amounting 
to $760; and other subscriptions amounting to $277 30. 
The collections in the churches in Findlay, in the early 
part of November, amounted to about $200. 

KENTUCKY. Lovisvitin anv Vicrnrty Bret So- 
crery reports that during the last nine months it has 
sold at its depository Bibles and Testaments, in eight 
different languages, to the value of $1,112 51; and that it 
has given to the destitute books to the value of $51 45; 
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making a total of 624 Bibles and 1,997 Testaments and 
portions of the Scriptures, which it has put into circula- 
tion during the year. The society, at the present time, 
has books in its depository valued at $1,919 58. 

ILLINOIS. Apams County Brstx Socrery, centre- 
ing in the city of Quincy, is in a very flourishing con- 
dition. The receipts of the society for the last year 
amounted to $2,164 09; and the value of Bibles and 
Testaments put into circulation by it, in its field outside 
of the city already named, was $311 49, An efficient 
braneh society exists in each township in the county, 
and by means of these branches a great amount of good 
is continually accomplished. During the year, 1,089 
families were visited by Bible distributers, and twenty- 
three of them only were found destitute of the Word of 
God. The society takes a lively interest in the soldiers 
connected with the camps and hospitals in and about 
Quincy, as well as in the Sunday schools throughout 
the county. At the close of its very interesting report, 
it is said: ‘“‘In view of the prosperous condition of our 
society, the committee would express the hope that in 
the year to come it may be able, in addition to the sup- 
ply of its own field, to render more efficient aid than 
ever to the American Bible Society.” 

IOWA. BriackHawk County BrsizE Soctery held its 
annual meeting in the Baptist Church in Waterloo on the 
9th of October. The receipts of the society for the year 
amounted to $301 40; and the value of Bibles and Test- 
aments which it has had in its depository during the same 
time was $538 56, A resolution was adopted favouring 
the formation of township Bible societies, auxiliary to 
the county organization. 

CrepDAR County Brste Soctety held its twenty-sec- 
ond annual meeting at Tipton on the 15th of November. 
The society’s receipts for the year amounted to $231 29, 
and the value of Bibles and Testaments sold and donated 
by the society during the same time was $151 80. 


The Bible Cause in Illinois. 

During the month of September last, the following 
auxiliaries of the American Bible Society in this State 
held their annual meetings, viz.: those of Brown, 
Crawford, DeKalb, Fayette, Joe Davis, Putnam, and 
Macoupin Counties. They reported the following 
as the aggregate results of the past year, viz.: num- 
ber of branches, eighty-five ; families visited, 7,417 ; 
families destitute of Bibles, 200; value of books cir- 
culated, $1,713 25; receipts, $4,791 34. All of 
them made donations to the Parent Society, in addi- 
tion to the work on their own fields. 

The summary of the labours of the Agents of the 
American Bible Society and of its auxiliaries in [li- 
nois, during the month of September, is about as 
follows: number of miles travelled, 7,224; Bible 
societies visited, 152; addresses delivered, 166; an- 
nual meetings attended, 144; new societies organ- 
ized, four ; letters written, 587; circulars, ete., sent 
out, 1,679 ; number of $30 pledges obtained, sixty- 
five, amounting to $1,950; other 1ew subscriptions, 
$1,724 55; cash received, $4,993 32; families vis- 
ited, 3.714 ; families found destitute, 118 ; books cir- 
culated, 324 ; local agents secured and initiated, 441. 

‘The cash to the county societies of their agency 
is only about one half or two thirds of a cent per 
annum to each person in the county ; an amount so 
_ very small as to be hardly worth complaining about. 
The object of this agency is not merely to raise 
funds, but to keep the counties well supplied with the 
Scriptures. In addition to their personal labours, the 
county. agents keep in operation branch societies and 
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initiate local agents, by whom much is accomplished 
(especially in distributing the Scriptures) after they 
leave. 


ARMY AND NAVY. 


From Gen. Sheridan’s Army. 

The following letter from Rev. Dr. Patterson, of 
the U. 8. Christian Commission, embraces facts and 
an appeal which will go deep down into the hearts 
of our readers : 

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 19, 1864. 

Rev. anD Dear Sir :—I have just returned from 
a visit to General Sheridan’s army, where I wit- 
nessed such a demand for the Word of God as I 
never expected to see. The rooms of the Christian 
Commission at Martinsburg and Winchester, Va., 
were constantly visited by soldiers asking for Testa- 
ments and hymn-books, They generally alleged 
that they had lost their copies in battle. The sup- 
ply was not near sufficient, and when it gave out 
they manifested great disappointment. 

I accompanied the chairman of your Committee 
on Versions, Rey. J. N. M‘Leod, D. D., of New York, 
at present acting as chaplain of the 84th New York 
National Guards, and Rev. J. M‘Cord, of Ohio, on a 
colportage visit to a wagon park near Martinsburg. 
One young man asked for a Testament, saying he 
had lost his. An old man present replied, ‘I have 
more need, for I never had a Testament.’ Another 
remarked, ‘“‘I guess they [the government] think 
teamsters have no souls. They never allow us any 
chaplains.” 

Dr. M‘Leod, deeply impressed with the eagerness 
of these godless men for the Scriptures, said, “I have 
a number of Testaments in my camp chest, and my 
regiment being supplied, the present seems a provi- 
dential call for them.’? We accordingly went over 
to the camp, and returned loaded with the precious 
little volumes, which were soon distributed to eager 
readers, and still the demand was not satisfied. Dr. 
M‘Leod began to converse with the group around 
him. As it increased he raised his voice and deliv- 
ered an impressive Gospel address; and when he 
proposed prayer at the close, every head was uncov- 
ered. We left scores of Bible-reading teamsters in 
camp that Sabbath evening. 

The poor wounded men in hospitals prize the 
Scriptures. I would again press upon you the im- 
portance of furnishing every ward in our field hospi- 
tals with an octavo Testament and Psalms. Wher- 
ever this has been provided, you will always find 
the volume in the hands of a reader. Many of the 
sick and wounded are feverish, and cannot see the 
small print of the pocket Testament. I am aware 
that the cost of such a supply will be considerable, 
but perhaps special donations for such a. purpose 
would he made by some who know that God’s Word 
is more needful for the life of the soul than bread for 
the body. Our dying men at least know this. Said 
one to whom a religious paper was offered, ‘Give 
me a Testament ; I can’t read these papers with so 
many long words.” 

To a wounded man who had lost both legs, and. 
whose Testament at his bedside showed a love for 
the Bible, I said, ‘Have you a hope in Christ? I 


| see you read of Him in that book.” ‘Oh sir, I have 


been holding on to that grip hard since the war 
began. ; 
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Large as your magnificent donations to our army 
have been during the past year, I have every reason 
to believe that the demand for the Scriptures by 
hundreds of thousands of our soldiers during the 
coming winter will be so pressing, that you will be 
necessitated to make even more liberal donations ; 
and [ raise my voice now to the churches to prepare 
the means for the winter campaign, and to unite in 
earnest prayer that God would bless the distribution 
of the church’s deeds of charity, and of his own 
Word of truth, as the means of opening the hearts of 
multitudes of our soldiers, and leading them to give 
themselves to Him who died for them. 

Respectfully yours, 
Ropert PaTTeRson. 


Jaci 5 — pha iss 
For the Bible Society Record. 


The Bible in the Army. 

We are indebted to the Rev. Dr. Patterson, of the 
U.S. Christian Commission, for the following inci- 
dents : 

Rev. J. Harkness, of Cincinnatus, N. Y., narrates 
the following incidents in his report as delegate of 
the United States Christian Commission at Win- 
chester, Va.: 

THE BIBLE PRECIOUS. 

Precious too is the Bible to the Christian soldier’s 
heart. As I passed among the wounded, distribut- 
ing tracts and books, one poor man, who had lost a 
large portion of his thigh by a cannon shot, wished 
a Testament. Said he, “TI lost all I had when I was 
wounded and my horse was killed under me. All 
my writing-paper and everything I had is gone, and 
my Testament too ;’’ and as he mentioned the. book 
he loved his voice trembled. When I gave him one 
he gave way, and poured out the gratitude of his 
heart in tears. 

“READ TO ME OF Jesus.” 

Said one, “Read to me.’ “From what?” I 
asked. ‘Read from the Testament. My father 
and another are praying for me; and though I have 
been a wild boy, I would know and serve that 
Saviour.” 

“Come,” said one poor boy with both arms 
maimed, “and read to me of Jesus. He is just the 
one I want to hear about.’’ 

— ee 
Cards and the Bible—Tie Contrast. 

The purest and the vilest sometimes stand side by 
side. Wheat and tares grow upon the same field. 
The Bible and the pack of cards may lie upon the 
same shelf, 

The good man bearing the fruits of benevolence 
and piety, is neighbour—sits side by side, it may be 
in the house of God, with him whose heart has be- 
come hard and unfeeling under the very influences 
that have blest and saved the former. 

This law of contrast we find everywhere. Let an 
incident illustrate : 

On the third day of the fight at Gettysburg, two 
cannoniers, connected with a battery, stood side by 
side. The piece to which they were attached, had 
once on that day been taken by the enemy, but was 
valiantly retaken, and placed in position. The 
struggle was severe, earnest, and prolonged. One 
detail of men—and then another, were called to 

serve in quick succession in the heated contest. 
_ The men to whom we refer stood, one on the right, 
the other on the left, of the cannon’s mouth. ‘They 
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came io their post with characters as unlike as their 
previous employment had been. The one had been 
a gambler—noted as such—the other a devoted 
Christian, a Sabbath school superintendent when 
at home, ‘The one spent his short respite in his fa- 
vourite game of cards—thoughtless of God, and of 
the suffering and dying all around him; the Chris- 
tian, while committing his soul to Christ for sate 
keeping, was busied in doing what he could for 
others. 

The gambler, when summoned to his post, places 
his cards in his cap, intending to resume his sinful 
practice ; the Christian comes to his post with the 
Bible in his pocket. Cards and the Bible !—note 
the contrast ! 

When loading their pieces, a ball from the ene- 
my’s gun takes square off the head of the gambler, 
his cards flying in all directions. The same deadly 
missile takes off the shoulder of the good man; but 
in his first breath he exclaims “Glory Alleluia!” 
With his remaining hand he takes his Bible from his 
pocket, and handing it to his sergeant, says: “Give 
that to my wife, and tell her that I die happy!” In 
three minutes he expired. 

Thus you see in the heart of each the ruling pas- 
sion strong in death. And how great the contrast ! 
No words can describe it. They stood side by side, 
but the moral distance between them was as great 
as is the width of that gulf which is impassable. 
The one shouted “Glory Alleluia!” and went up 
from the flame and thunder of the battlefield to the 
peaceful heights of heaven. ‘The other died as the 
fool dieth—if in a sense true to his country—none 
the less a traitor to his soul and to God. ‘Say ye 
to the righteous it shall be well with him; but to 
the wicked it shall be ill with him.” 


Turo. A. LEETE, 
Delegate of the Christian Commission. 
eLit oer Soar ent 
Foreign Work. 

Russta.— We have an interesting letter from the 
agency in Russia forwarding the contract for print- 
ing 20,000 copies of the Reval-Esthonian Testament. 
The work is to be done under the superintendency of 
the acting secretary of the Reval-Esthonian Bible So- 
ciety, Pastor Luther. That society contributed partly 
to the work, and the books will be sold below cost. 
“This reduction,”’ says the letter, “will greatly facil- 
itate the sale of these Scriptures in so poor a commu- 
nity, and the beneficent labours of your Society will 
be felt and acknowledged once more in this remote 
field.” The letter also states that the Synod of the 
Greek Church has been actively engaged in issuing 
their excellent translation of the New Testament in 
modern Russ on a large seale. Buta Russian Bible 
Society is greatly needed to assist the Synod in its 
work of distribution. 

Mrxico.—Our present intelligence from this coun- 
try is less favourable than we hoped. In the present 
disturbed state of the country it was impossible to 
labour in the Bible work with much prospect of sue- 
cess. For this reason, Mr. Westrup, appointed agent, 
thought it best to decline, and Mr. Hickey deemed 
it inexpedient to exercise the power granted him to— 
employ Jacob Carman as a colporteur. Still Mr. 
H. was meeting with gratifying instances of success 
in his work. Thus he says: “On my way home, a . 
poor man came one night to my camp fire. I began 
of course to talk to him. He bought a Testament, 


and after I explained the Gospel to him, I went to 


BiBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


185 


lie down. But I had to go back and talk about an 
hour more on the same subject—‘ My sheep hear my 
voice.’ ”’ 

ARGENTINE CONFEDERATION.—We have received 
the monthly report of Mr. Andrew M. Milne, the 
Agent of this Society in Rosario, which we insert in 
another place. Besides this, a friend writes us word 
that the non-arrival of Bibles shipped in April last 
has been much against the work. Still, sales go on 
in the street and in the depot. Meantime, the influ- 
ence of the Bible is daily widening. Already three 
large schools have adopted the Spanish Testament 
as a reading book, while in as many more it is read 
daily. He says, “I visited a school here of 134 
pupils, in which there are eighty Testaments, and 
the teacher is waiting for the new supply.””? We are 
happy to state that this letter announces the arrival 
of the books. Others also are now on the way. 

Japan.—We refer the reader to some extracts 
from a letter from the Rev. G. F. Verbeck, at Naga- 
saki, as to the condition and prospects of the Bible 
work in Japan. There is much yet to be overcome 
in that dark country before the Bible can obtain full 
access and free circulation. Still, the prospect 
brightens, and promises the coming of a better day. 
What the writer says on the translation of the Serip- 
tures into the Japanese will be interesting to many. 
That must necessarily be a slow work. 

OO ———— 
Argentine Confederation. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM OUR AGENT. 
RosARio, SANTA FE, Aug. 1, 1864. 

Dear Sir :—I regret to state that the number of 
books circulated during the month of August has 
been reduced to 172 copies, of which five copies were 
by donation ; less than one half the circulation for 
the preceding month. The chief cause of this how- 
ever, has not been a proportionate decrease in de- 
mand, but rather the reduced state of the stock, 
which I have deferred to replenish from the depot of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society in Buenos 
Ayres for several reasons, but chiefly because I had 
received intimation in the beginning of the month 
that the books shipped from New York on the 19th 
April had reached Monte Video, and I had written 
to have them forwarded to Rosario. 

For the last three weeks I have been expecting the 
new books by every steamer, and find it impossible 
to do much until they are received. The only Span- 
ish Bibles in stock are of 18mo pearl, which are not 
so easily sold as those of larger type. My Spanish 
Testaments are quite exhausted, and thirty copies 
are sold which I cannot deliver. To-day I have 
sold the two last French Bibles, and for some time 
I have not had a French Testament in stock. 

During the short time the Bible depot has been 
established in Rosario, it has by the blessing of God 
been the means of sending the Word of, Life into al- 
most all the provinces of the Argentine Confedera- 
tion, and in some instances into the surrounding 
countries, including Uruguay, borders of Brazil, and 
Chili, to which last a gentleman now in town takes 
two copies, and a number of extracts from the Bible 
to distribute on the way. I may state that I receiv- 
ed about 150 of these extracts from Rev. W. Good- 
fellow, and have found them very useful for giving 
to those who are inclined to buy, but lack the means. 
They form a tract of thirty-six pages, and contain 
the essence of the Bible in fourteen chapters. _ 


Recently I met with a man who formerly la- 
boured for the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in France. He bought a Bible and four Testaments, 
which he said he had to send 600 miles. Same day 
I met with aman who told me he was just intending 
to send for a Bible to Buenos Ayres, a distance of 
more than ninety leagues. 

As soon as I receive the supply, I intend to visit 
the city of Santa Fe, the Swiss Colonies, and the 
city of Parana, which is situated on the opposite side 
of the river, and was formerly the capital of the 
Confederation. 


Japan, 
NAGASAKI, JAPAN, June 27, 1864. 

Drar Sir :—Your esteemed favour of July, 1863, 
came to hand in November last, soon after my fam- 
ily’s return from Shanghai, where the disturbed state 
of this country obliged us to take our temporary 
abode last summer. Our subsequent unsettled cir- 
cumstances, until in March we moyed back to our 
former house, are among the excuses I have to plead 
for not answering you forthwith. Besides, I did not 
wish to write in a hurried manner on the import- 
ant topics you suggested—I wanted a little time to 
gather information. As ‘a member of the Japan 
Mission of the Dutch Reformed Church, allow me 
to express my gratification at the grant of $500 
recently made by your Society, and to add my thanks 
to those of our Board for the interest you take in 
our part of the great Cause. When I left New 
York in 1859, two boxes (150 volumes each) of 
Dutch-English Testaments were intrusted to my 
care. One of these was unfortunately lost by a 
shipwreck between Shanghai and here. From the 
remaining box I gave away twenty-six copies. The 
remainder on hand is a valuable stock, which will 
come well in place as soon as we get more liberty 
in our operations. Since my arrival here, I have 
disposed of fifty-six Bibles and about as many Test- 
aments in Chinese. The Chinese, you may know, is 
read and understood by the educated classes. You 
ask for the effects produced. Before we come to 
the happy task of returning missionary statistics, 
much has to change in the policy of this country, 
and much preparatory work remains to be done, 
And yet our experiences thus far are encouraging, 
and our prospects bright. Much has changed and 
is daily changing for the better. Timidity in regard 
to the Christian religion has given place to a more 
liberal spirit of inquiry. Last year, before the 
troubles, I had at one time five Bible readers. One 
of these—first for a less literary friend of his, and 
afterward for me—furnished the Chinese text of the 
Gospels and Acts, with the etymological and syn- 
tactical marks, which are required to enable the less 
highly educated natives to read the Chinese. An- 
other one translated John’s Gospel into Japanese, 
and has now nearly finished revising his version. 
These first attempts are of course imperfect, but may 


| lead to something better in future, and are valuable 


as auxiliaries in translating, by way of comparison. 
They are more idiomatic than literal. 

An encouraging case happened lately. About 
three years ago, three officers from a neighbouring 
principality visited me, when J supplied each of them 
with a Chinese Testament. They soon returned to 
their country, and I heard no more from them, until, 
on my return from Shanghai, I learned from a 


brother missionary that one of these visitors had 
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returned hither during my absence, and had been 
studying the Scriptures with him nearly ever since. 
This man is now in a very hopeful state. The late 
disturbances have somewhat scattered my pupils, so 
that at present I have but two regular readers. 
One of these, moreover, does not seem to read for 
himself. I suppose he may have been sent by some 
superior men, in order to examine the Bible for them. 
As every trace of the Christianity which 300 years 
ago appeared in Japan was wiped out and “drowned 
in the blood of martyrs,” and the religion prohibited 
on pain of death, there are, no doubt, many intensely 
curious to know the doctrines of the so much dreaded 
religion. I have the assurance of a native friend, 
and other evidence, that the most promising of my 
former pupils, who by his prince has been removed 
to his native town, and promoted in office, continues 
with four others to search the Scriptures. From 
time to time an opportunity is offered for sending 
him a book or tract. 

Some time since I was told that the government 
more than a year ago commissioned one of the lead- 
ing priests in the empire, at Yeddo, closely to exam- 
ine the Bible in Chinese, chiefly in order to ascer- 
tain whether it contains anything that might prove 
dangerous to the country, and with the ultimate 
view to prohibit its circulation. But nothing further 
having been heard of the matter, it is inferred that 
the examiner failed to discover anything sufficiently 
obnoxious to warrant a formal prohibition. But 
more than a mere silence on the part of the govern- 
ment is wanted. The ancient edicts still pronounce 
sentence of death against the profession of Chris- 
tianity ; and as long as these stand unrevoked, the 
people, by education and custom a most law-abiding 
race, will hardly be well disposed to listen to, much 
less to embrace, the Gospel. This Gospel is cer- 
tainly very different from what the Jesuits formerly 
brought here, which we assert occasionally ; also, 
there will certainly be cases of obedience to God 
rather than men; but this death sentence stands 
much in our way. It is indeed of old date ; but this 
people venerate antiquity. And it is true, we may 
well doubt whether it will be executed, as long as 
the government maintains friendly relations with 
Christian powers; but the people do not share with 
us this doubt. <A first case must soon occur, and 
then only shall we know how the authorities will 
behave. As before stated, many of those who have 
felt a desire to read the Scriptures have done so 
under the influence of curiosity. The Christian 
religion has been so proscribed, and its every vestige 
so thoroughly*eradicated, that the people, and those 
in authority as well, really do not at all know what 
it is; consequently, their natural inquisitiveness, 
which is very great, incites many to run the risk 
incurred by reading our books on religion. The Jap- 
anese readily acknowledge foreign superiority in the 
arts and sciences, and as readily adopt whatever they 
can understand and see to be of use to them. I 
think they cannot help inferring that foreign supe- 
riority must extend to religious truth also, especially 
as the better informed among them unhesitatingly 
confess that their own religions, as well as their 
priests, are unsatisfactory and corrupt. 

You further inquire why I “make it a rule to 
give away the Scriptures, instead of selling?” Ifa 
stranger comes from afar, and offers anything for 


sale to the people, they suppose him to do so for the 


sake of the profits accruing from the sale; he is sup- 


posed to be a merchant, in spite of what the stranger 
may assert to the contrary. They do not know that 
ministers and missionaries never deviate from the 
truth; we must teach and show them that. And 
for us, as ordained ministers of the Gospel, it is of the 
greatest importance not to be confounded with the 
foreign merchants. From whence the desirableness 
of this distinction arises, it would serve no useful 
purpose here to state. In order to make the distine- 
tion evident, it is not necessary to be singular in 
dress; to abstain from sales of any kind is to the 
natives the most convincing proof. During my first 
two years I disposed of some Bibles and a large num- 
ber of religious and scientifie works, from the Chi- 
nese missionary presses; and notwithstanding my 
almost invariably telling the purchasers that the 
prices asked barely covered the first cost, including 
freight and duty, yet it was not long before I learned 
that the people began to style me “the book mer- 
chant.” Jn a few cases, native officials in quest of 
books stepped into my house, very much as they 
would have stepped into a bookstore, and affected to 
treat me as a clerk behind the counter, though there 
was neither store nor counter. I say, they began to 
do:so; and I thought it best to stop the error in its 
beginning, and soon ceased the sale of any books 
whatever. I the more readily gave up this branch, 
as most of the scientific works thus introduced by 
me, and by the Rey. J. Liggins before me, have been 
republished in this country, some partly translated 
from the Chinese, some with important omissions. 
This people are eager after foreign books; and it is 
my firm conviction that, but for the severe edicts 
against Christianity, the Bible itself, translated from 
the Chinese, would have been repubfished here be- 
fore this day. Our people, with all their moral 
depravity and gross vices, are an inquiring race, 
with a good deal of common sense, very apt to learn. 
The difficulty referred to will remove itself, as soon 
as the peculiar nature of our office is well under- 
stood by the people. This is beginning to be the 
case, and soon we shall be able to act in conformity 
with your Society’s rule in the above respect, with- 
out being misunderstood. But even then it might 
be best to appoint a colporteur, whose acknowledged 
business it would be to supply the people with Bibles 
at cost, or according to ability to pay. With all my 
lively hopefulness for the future of this people, how- 
ever, I must say that the time for sending out a Bible 
colporteur has not yet arrived ; our operations are as 
yet too restricted, and our opportunities too few, to 
warrant such a step at present. We must labour 
and wait a little longer for a wider opening of the 
door. As to “indiscriminate giving,” I too object to 
it. Not many years ago, some missionaries in China 
made a practice of standing on the deck of a canal- 
boat, with a split bamboo pole in their hands; fixing 
books and tracts in the split; they thus reached them 


to the crowds on either bank, while the boat moved 


slowly along. And similarly in town and country, 
and along the seaboard. This was the method of 
those times; and though some good may have been’ 
done, yet it was an exceedingly wasteful process, 
now seldom used. Indiscriminate giving would be 
impracticable here. As yet we can make use of 
books in Chinese only; but this is not read by the 
people at large. Even if they could read Chinese, 
the common people would not accept the offer of 
Christian books in that language, because they are 


afraid of them. The Bibles I gave away were, with 
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a few exceptions, directly asked for, in nearly every 
instance, by men whose position placed them above 
the fears and prejudices of the common people. 
And finally, since a Japanese even now feels that 
he runs a great risk in possessing a copy of the 
sacred Volume, he will not seek to obtain it for a 
trifling purpose. Although there was no “ evident 
inability to pay’? connected with the ‘ sincere desire 
for the book,”’ I think I may yet call the cases in my 
experience ‘‘ peculiar cases.” 
Guipo F. VreRBEcK. 
(Concluded in our next.) 
fae na Bee 
Thanks for a Bible for the Blind. 

PINE Run, GENESEE Co., MicH., Nov. 27, 1864. 
American Bible Society! Blessed Institution! I 
will acknowledge the reception of the holy gift, 
namely, the Old Testament in raised print. Please 
aecept my sincere thanks for the divine donation to 
me, blind as I am. God aiding my application, I 
will pass my fingers over its sacred pages with sin- 
cere reverence, and by so doing trust it will guide 
me to the “‘spirit-land,” where all may be blessed 

by the same perennial light. 
I close with the kindest of wishes, and many 
prayers for the success of your benevolent Institution. 
Very respectfully, 
Ame tia A. STERNS., 


Children’s Department. 


The Bible Pathway. 


The following hymn, composed by Rev. E. Porter Dyer for the 
occasion, was sung at the late anniversary of the Cohasset Sabbath 
school : 


Oh the Bible, blessed Bible, 
With instruction rich and rare, 
How it lights the path of pilgrims, 
How it calls to faith and prayer !? 
Chorus—We are bound to go to heaven, 
Let it cost us what it may ; 
And we're studying the Bible 
With a view to learn the way. 


It reveals to us the Saviour, 
How He suffered here below, 
And it tells us of the heaven 
Unto which we long to go. 
Chorus—We are bound, ete. 


°*Tis a land of cloudless sunshine, 
Tis a land of peace and joy, 
Where no grief our hearts shall sadden, 
And no tempter can annoy. 
Chorus—We are bound, etc. 


There we hope to meet our teachers, 
And our superintendent there, 
And forever and forever 
All its bliss with them,to share. 
Chorus—We are bound, ete. 


’Tis but briefly at the longest 
We shall tread this thorny road, 
Ere we stand, if we are faithful. 
In the presence of our God. 
Chorus—We are bound, etc. 


Is there one who will not join us? 
Is there one who would not know 
‘ All the dangers of the pathway 
By which pilgrims are to go? 
Chorus—We are bound, etc. 


Come then, join the Sabbath scholars, 
: And say not youare tooald , 
To prepare to dwell forever 
In a city paved with gold. 
Chorus—We are bound, ete 


Read the Bible, 

One of the last utterances of the celebrated Wil- 
berforee was, “Reap THE Bisne—Reap THE 
Biste! Let no religious book take its place.” To 
the dear friend, around whom the arm of the dying 
man was thrown as he spoke these words in an em- 
phatic manner, only a few moments before his 
death, these solemn expressions must have seemed 
impressive indeed, and almost like words from an 
ascended saint. Certainly they were words from 
the very border of the spirit land ; and spoken thus, 
by one who knew himself the value of the Bible, 
they were worthy of our attention, too, who dwell in 
another age, and beyond the sea. 

Other books may be useful and attractive, and we 
may rightfully and profitably peruse them, but no 
book ean do us so much real good as the Bible. It 
is the vast storehouse from which other good books 
are filled. It is the mighty stream from the living 
spring on high, whose waters are deepest and pur- 
est. No man ever lived to regret that he read 
much in the Bible. Thousands have known moral 
suffering and ruin from want of turning its pages 
more frequently. Read the Bible often, and in 
every way—with commentaries, and all the aids 
obtainable, or read it with no assistant at all. Only 
read it carefully, frequently, and prayerfully, and 
God will bless its lofty truths to your eternal salva- 
tion.— Congregationalest. 

——E——EEEe 
Lost in the Fog, 

Did you ever hear the Bible compared to the 
mariner’s compass? You have heard it called a 
guide, to direct those who are journeying through 
this world ; a counsellor, to give advice to those who 
lack wisdom; a lamp, to give light to those who 
are in darkness; and you have readily understood 
why such names have been given to that blessed 
book ; but how can it be said to be like a mariner’s 
compass ? 

You probably know that a compass tells the ship- 
master how to shape the course of his vessel across 
the pathless sea, in order to gain some desired port 
in another part of the world. He consults it many 
times every day, and would consider it a great mis- 
fortune to be deprived of that instrument while at 
sea. 

One beautiful summer evening I left Boston in a 
steamer to go ‘down east’? by what is called the 
“ outside route.”” Everything went smoothly during 
the first part of the night; the stars were out and 
shining brightly ; the sea was calm; the steamer 
sped swiftly on her way, and all was pleasant when 
the passengers retired to rest. But toward morning 
the fog began to gather about us, and the nearer 
the hour approached for the sun to rise, the darker 
it became. I was up betimes, and noticed that as 
the fog thickened, the engines were checked, and the 
speed of the steamer lessened, till at last she seemed 
scarcely to move through the water. We could not 
see more than her length in any direction. Before, 
the headlands of the shore were in sight ; now, our 
only guide was the compass. 

I soon found that the officers did-not consider our 
position without peril. We were lost in the fog, 
and they felt that we were too near the rockbound 
coast of Maine to be groping along in that dark, 
misty shroud. p> ; 

The captain, pilot, and another officer held a 
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consultation in the wheel-house. 


When they sep- 


arated, the signal was immediately given to start the 


engines, and at the 


same time a turn of the wheel 


brought our steamer to point seaward, as the com- 
pass told us, and away we went for some time, di- 


rectly off shore. 


Then there was another consulta- 


tion, and the steamer’s course was again changed, 


this time toward the shore. 


In about an hour we suddenly heard a fog bell, 
and within a few minutes afterward we discovered 
just before us a rocky point, on which was a light- 
house, and the bell which had warned us of our 


danger. 


We passed so near the outer ledge of rocks 


that you might have tossed an apple upon it from 
the steamer’s deck ; but when we reached this rocky 
point, our pilot knew where we were, and shaping 
his course once more by the compass, he took us, in 


due time, to our place of destination. 


Can you see now how the Bible may be called the 
compass of every voyager on the seaof life? There 
are very often times when nothing else can tell one 
how to steer or what to do-to get out of trouble. It 
will be so, children, with every one of you. 
you love this holy Book of God, you will always be 
sure of finding the way out into light and joy and 
home at last, however dark the clouds of temptation 


or trial or sorrow may be about you. 


But if 


“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee.”—Uncle Paul. 
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